
2018 Past Events 

2. December 2018 - Christmas Function in Restaurant 'Sorrento', One Tree Hill  

Our Christmas party took place on 2nd December in a festively decorated room of the restaurant 
Sorrento. 86 members and guests gathered for the celebration and the tables were adorned with 
candles, fir branches, Christmas cookies and stollen. There was also a beautifull Christmas tree, 
under which the presents for the children were laid. Our President warmly welcomed those present 
and Edelgard Wai guided us through the programme. After that the string orchestra Yid-Ee Goh 
played Christmas tunes and we all sang together the songs "Alle Jahre wieder", "O Tannenbaum" 
and "Kling Glöckchen kling". Jürgen Schubert then read the Christmas story. Saraya sang the 
"Mary" lullaby and Geneva gave us a Christmas poem.  Together we sang "Silent Night" and 
Edelgard's grandchildren played some melodies on the guitar. Our Vice President Herbert Dreher 
represented Santa Claus this year, who was unfortunately prevented and Herbert distributed the 
gifts to the children. At 6:15 pm the buffet was opened. This was again excellently prepared and all 
members and guests enjoyed it very much. After the meal, the raffle was drawn and the presents 
distributed. The evening ended at 7.30 pm.  

11. November 2018 - Spring Festival in Eden Garden, Epsom 

A light rain had just started when 32 members gathered at 12 noon for our Spring Festival in Eden 
Garden.  The date coincided with two historical events, to which we devoted some thoughts.  The 
First World War was brought to a close a hundred years ago on this day and we celebrated the 
opening of the Berlin Wall 29 years ago, as usual, with a glass of sparkling wine.  A selection of 
several kinds of 'finger food' was served for lunch and then there was time for each participant to 
visit the garden.  Soon everyone returned back to the 'Garden Room' for coffee and cake and as it 
was a Spring Festival, Herbert Dreher recited some poems that were known to us from our school 
days.  Eden Garden fulfilled all our wishes and sparkling wine, finger food followed by coffee and 
cake did their part for a convivial event. 

7. October 2018 - Day of German Unity, Restaurant "Sorrento", One Tree Hill 

With 52 members and 4 guests we were this year a smaller gathering than usual but with an 
intimate feel.  After the welcome by our President, Dr. Stephan Resch, President of the Goethe 
Society, gave the speech.  He talked about his memories as a teenager in Germany and how the 
turbulent days around 1989 touched him, words that found a grateful response from many 
listeners.  After that we sang the German national anthem and toasted the welfare of Germany and 
New Zealand. Three music students, Jacquie, David and Hamish, formed the musical framework 
with songs by Mozart and Schubert and a rhapsody by List and earned great acclaim. The ever-
coveted lunch buffet ushered in the convivial part of the celebration and offered ample opportunity 
for conversation.  The festive occasion ended at 3pm. 

8. September 2018 -  Haxen Dinner at "Der Metz", Kohimarama 

34 members were tightly seated next to each other to the Haxenessen in the lavishly decorated 
German restaurant "Der Metz". Not everyone took part in the huge portions of pork knuckles and 
regardless of their food choices, almost all participants went home with a doggy bag.  It was once 
again a convivial evening. 

19. August 2018 - Film Afternoon in Danish House, Penrose 

For our film afternoon in Danish House we showed the movie "Amadeus" from the year 1984. 
Based on the stage play of the same name, Mozart's life was portrayed from the point of view of 
Antonio Salieri. The three-hour running time was interrupted by a refreshment break with coffee 
and cake and 22 members spent an entertaining afternoon. 



29. July 2018 - Ten Pin Bowling, Westgate 

In a joint event we met again with the Austrian Club.  We were together 18 participants and played 
in mixed groups on three tracks. It was amazing how much fun it was and at half-time there was 
something to nibble.  The winner received the challenge cup and after that to a sociable coffee 
round. 

1. July 2018 - Frühschoppen at Bricklane Restaurant, New Lynn 

For our annual Frühschoppen (brunch), we met again at the Bricklane Restaurant in New 
Lynn.  With 14 members, our group was considerably smaller than usual, but allowed us all to sit 
around one table.  Luckily there was a lot of conversation, because the ordered food was a long 
time coming. 

10. June 2018 - Mandolinata Orchestra in Danish House, Penrose 

On a bleak autumn Sunday, the sonorous Mandolinata Orchestra once again delighted us with 
familiar and popular melodies. Bryan Holden, conductor and music director of the orchestra, invited 
the enthusiastic listeners to a journey across Europe with folk music, waltz and operetta sounds 
and explained every musical contribution with an interesting, entertaining commentary.  With 
delicious coffee and cake, accompanied by a chat with friends, time flew by in no time. The varied 
program and convivial gathering of 29 members and 20 guests guaranteed the success of a 
beautiful Sunday afternoon. 

15. April 2018 - Autumn Walk through Eden Garden and Refreshments by Telle 

The weather did not look very good in the morning for a hike but just in time for the meeting point 
at the Eden Garden the rain showers disappeared and the sun was again out for us.  14 members 
and 2 children walked comfortably through the "Garden of Eden" in the truest sense of the 
word.  Some did not even know of the existence of this green gem in Auckland.  Afterwards 
everyone met at Helmut and Cheryl Telle for a snack.  The two had prepared different goodies, 
hearty and sweet.  Thus, the calories burned from the hike were back on the hip.  So what.  It was 
a social round and our birthday boy Henry List invited everyone to a glass of champagne. 

24. March 2018 - Federweißer with Onion Cake at Coopers Vineyard, Huapai 

As already for many years, our Federweisser with onion cake ushered in the autumn. 
The weather god was not quite with us this year and towards at the end of the event some of our 
members were getting wet feet. Despite a new record attendance of 57 people, the organizers had 
prepared this time and everyone could eat enough of the onion cake.  The Federweiße tasted 
delicious again and the plum cake rounded off the afternoon. 
New this year was the musical accompaniment by the Alpenländler Trio, which played lively and 
also the singing along of well-known German folk songs gave everyone a lot of fun. 

 

 


